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Local Hero – Charlie Nicholls 

Tarlee resident and ex Riverton Primary 

School student, Charlie Nicholls, has been 

rewarded for many years of hard work by 

being drafted at pick 34 to play with the 

Fremantle Dockers AFL team. 

 

Charlie began his football career playing 

juniors at MinMan Eagles Sporting Club. In 

2018, while a student at Riverton Primary 

School, representing Mid North SAPSASA 

Football team, Charlie was selected in the 

Under 12’s State Team.  Playing in Canberra, 

the team won a Bronze medal. 

 

Continuing to play for Min Man with his brother 

& cousins, Charlie’s successes included 

winning premierships and a Mail Medal for 

North Eastern Football Association. 

 

Charlie was selected to play in the Under 15 

carnival for Central Districts Football Club 

which led to training with the Under 16 squad 

at Elizabeth.  Along the journey, Charlie played 

two years in the Under 16 & Under 18 Central 

Districts Football teams and captained the 

Under 18 side. In 2023, he was selected in the 

Under 18 State squad as an underage player.   

Playing for the’ Doggies’ in 2024, Charlie was 

again selected in the state squad where the 

training and experience helped him mature as 

a player. 

 

Leading up to the AFL Draft, Charlie had over 

15 extensive interviews with AFL Clubs, some 

at the farm at Tarlee and others in Melbourne. 

It was a nervous wait for draft night ….. And 

then it happened! His dream of playing AFL 

football as a career has taken a great step.  

 

Despite all the 

travel, early 

mornings & 

late nights, 

Charlie has 

continued his 

schooling and 

recently 

completed 

year 12. 

 

Charlie's parents, Annie & Jake, will forever be 

grateful for the support he has received from 

coaches, mentors & friends along the way.  

 

Congratulations, Charlie. All the best for the 

future. No doubt, the Dockers will have a few 

new fans now! 

 

UPDATE: New Dockers coach, John 

Longmuir, visited Charlie & his proud, 

extended family at their farm, Ryelands, 

Tarlee, on Friday (see photos) & Charlie left for 

WA on Saturday. 





Governor Visits Riverton 
 
On a recent tour of the Clare & Gilbert Valleys, 
the Governor of South Australia, Her 
Excellency the Honourable Frances Adamson 
AC, visited Riverton. She was accompanied by 
her husband, Mr Bunten, and aide, Bronwyn.  
Representing the council were Mayor Aughey, 
interim CEO, Andrew Aitken, & Executive 
Assistant, Rebecca.  During her brief official 
visit, Her Excellency visited Scholz Park, 
Riverton & District High School & Light Gallery.   

 
At Scholz Park Museum, Her Excellency met 
with members of the committee. She was 
given a brief history of the museum and a tour 
of the buildings.  The committee members 
found Her Excellency to be friendly, warm & 
very interested in this part of our local history.  
 
At Riverton & District High School, her 
Excellency met with the school captains & 
SRC students. They discussed the importance 
of leadership and understanding how to make 
their voices count. Her Excellency’s key 
message was ‘Strong communities are built on 
the actions and voices of the people in the 
community’. 

 

At the Light Gallery, Her Excellency & Mr 
Bunten praised the art works of renowned 
local artists, Robert Hannaford & Alison 
Mitchell.  
 
Greg McLeod, from Scholz Park Museum 
committee, said,” Unfortunately, time was 
short as these tours are scheduled tightly but it 
was a very enjoyable experience.” 

 

RIVERTON COMMUNITY HALL 

150 YEARS 
 

Riverton Community Hall had its beginnings as 

the Riverton Institute. 

 

The first meeting to consider building an 
Institute was held at the Mill Inn on 22 May 
1873. In due course, Allotment 26 was bought 



from Mr J. E. Hannaford for £50 and the 
foundation stone was laid on 12 June 1874. 
 
Riverton Institute was officially opened on 3 
December 1874 at an approximate cost of 
£1,400. The original building was single storey 
and included a reading room and a library. 

 
The two-storey front was added in 1897. By 
1910, the original floor was renewed. 
In 1914, the Institute Hall had to be extended, 
and a small supper room was added.  

 
By 1930, more accommodation was 
necessary, so the upper room was enlarged 
and the kitchen added. 
 
In 1960, the property next door was purchased 
from Miss Knauerhase to enable extensions or 
alterations to the Institute to take place, when 
required. 
 
The opening of these additions and 
renovations to the Riverton Community Hall 
took place on 26 July 1985, the cost being 
$210,800. 
 
Over the passage of time, a large variety of 
functions have taken place within the hall – 
dances, meetings, roller skating, movie 
sessions, reunions, dinners and flower shows, 
just to name a few. 
 
Moving forward, the nature of these functions 
has changed to accommodate the changing 
needs of the local community.  
 
The functions that may take place within the 
Community Hall in the future may not have any 
semblance with what has taken place in the 
past. 
 
Regardless of whatever proposed 
development may be considered for Riverton 
in the future, there will always be a need for 
the Riverton Community Hall to meet the 

needs of the local community. 
 
So, whereto with the Riverton Community Hall 
in the coming decades? 
 
Presently, a two-stage project is underway. 
Stage One – Remediation Works 
 
Council has appointed Mykra Pty Ltd to 
undertake remediation works at the Riverton 
Community Hall which will include nominated 
structural repair woks, including but not limited 
to the roof, stage and drainage. It is anticipated 
that these works will be completed by the end 
of 2024. 
 
Stage Two – Refurbishment of Riverton 
Community Hall 
 
Through extensive public consultation, it was 
identified that Riverton Community Hall needed 
a major refurbishment to bring its facilities up 
to appropriate present-day standards as well 
as provide additional facilities which will benefit 
the community and other users of the Hall in 
years to come. 
 
Presently, a proposal is before Council seeking 
consent to apply for a grant to address this 
refurbishment, the cost of which is estimated to 
be about $1.4m. 
 
It is hoped that approval is granted so that the 
grant application can be submitted.  
 
Whether the grant application will be 
successful is in the hands of the appropriate 
authorities but, hopefully, it will be, so that 
Riverton Community Hall can receive its first 
major upgrade in forty years. 
 

 
 



So, from humble beginnings, Riverton 
Community Hall has now turned 150 years 
old.  
 
While the Stage One Remediation Works are 
presently underway, the Hall portion of the 
building is presently unavailable. It is hoped 
that the celebration of Riverton Community 
Hall’s 150th anniversary can be organised 
early in 2025. 
 
May Riverton Community Hall continue to be 
an important, valued, asset for the Riverton 
community for generations to come. 

 

 
Caminada Strings 

 
On Sunday afternoon, December 1

st
, 

Caminada Strings, an 18 piece stringed 

orchestra, entertained locals at the Uniting 

Church. Instruments included violins, viola, 

cello and double bass. The group played sets 

of Latin, folk, swing, classical & modern music, 

with the finale being a set of Christmas carols. 

 

 

Talented local violinist, 

14 year old Laura Kidby, 

who has played with the 

orchestra in the past 

while living in Adelaide, 

joined the group today 

and played with her 

usual flair & expertise. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



New Owners 

Riverton 

Hardware 
Ray Leane and 

Heather Abinett 

recently purchased 

the Riverton 

Hardware business. 

Ray and Heather 

were last working in 

Ceduna and love 

living in the country 

and the country 

lifestyle. Ray has worked in the trades industry 

for many years. 

 

They were keen to have a lifestyle change and 

purchase a hardware business and Riverton 

ticked all the boxes. They will also be closer to 

family. Ray and Heather have big plans for the 

store and will roll out a number of changes 

early in the New Year. 

 

Ray and Heather have also purchased 13 

Frederick Place for their residence and have 

plans to develop the frontage to Torrens Road. 

Welcome to Riverton, Ray and Heather. 
 

Melbourne Cup 2024 
 

The Tarlee/Stockport Friend’s Auxiliary hosted 
their fifth Melbourne Cup lunch last Tuesday at 
the Riverton Recreation Grounds, with 85 
guests in attendance.  Along with a 
complimentary glass of bubbles, guests were 

greeted by a colorful flower garland created by 
auxiliary member, Leanne Griffiths, for photos 
to be taken throughout the day. 
 
Attendees enjoyed a delicious cold meat and 
salad buffet followed by an indulgent grazing 
table of desserts, catered by ‘On the Plains 
Grazing and Catering’. 
 
Local Riverton boutique, Sassy Lass, 
showcased some lovely outfits for the coming 
summer and festive season with a fashion 
parade. 
 
Judging for Fashions on the Field proved 
difficult for the judges this year with many 
contenders to choose from. ‘Best Dressed’ 
was won by Emma Zanette, ‘Best Headwear’ 
won by Sharon Woods and ‘Most Creative 
Headwear’ went to Fiona O’Neill, with her 
exquisite hand quilled fascinator. 
 
Race sweeps, lucky squares and a wine wall 
were well supported on the day with lots of 
prizes on offer along with the major raffle 
which was drawn after the main race.  
 
First prize, an original painting by local artist, 
Andrew Quixley, was won by D.Jantke, Clare. 
2

nd
 prize, an accommodation package at 

Ryelands Farmstay, was won by                              
D.Williams, Auburn, and 3

rd
 prize, a wine 

accessories package from Koco homes, 
Kapunda, was won by R.Scott,Modbury. 
 
 
 



Over $5500 was raised for the hospital on the 
day and the auxiliary would like to thank the 
many people who helped/donated to make the 
day a success as well as the following 
businesses for their support. 
 
 
 
Taylors Wines 
Auburn Event 
Hire 
AW Vater & 
Co 
Sassy Lass 
Tarlee Bakery 
Valley Tech 
 
 
 

RIVERTON  RSL NEWS 
 

Northern Veteran’s Bike Ride 
 
On Saturday 9 November the Riverton RSL 
hosted a Veteran’s Bike Group in Scholz Park. 
Approx 120 motorcycles arrived with about 
130 people. These bikers were on a northern 
bike ride, including stops at Kapunda, 
Saddleworth  & Riverton. They stopped at 
each of these towns, talking about a war 
veteran who had a connection to that town. 
The veteran from Riverton, about whom they 
spoke, was  Sir William Bill Cairns. He was a  
famous & courageous neuro surgeon in the 
army during the wars. He went to school in 
Riverton, so it was a very interesting story. 
After the presentation, the RSL cooked a BBQ 
for all which was a great success. Quite a few 
also visited our RSL museum. Special thanks 
to everybody who helped on the day. Job well 
done. 
 

Remembrance Day 
 
The Remembrance Day Service was held in 
Scholz Park on Monday 11 November, 
attended by approximately 30 people. Special 
thank you to students from RDHS who helped 
lay our poppy crosses for our Field of 
Remembrance prior to the day.  
 
After the service, everybody was invited back 
to the RSL for a light lunch, which was well 
attended. Overall another great and 
successful day. 
 
 
 

RSL Bingo 
 
On 22 November, the RSL held its 
annual  Bingo Christmas Luncheon, which 
was attended by 12 people.  Unfortunately, 
this also was the last Bingo session,  as the 
numbers have declined over the last couple of 
years. RSL Bingo has been going for over 20 
years now & it is unfortunate that the numbers 
have declined. 
 
Thank you to everybody who has participated 
and attended over the years that it has been 
going. 



RPS 2024 
 
As we wind down on another successful year of learning and fun 
activities at Riverton Primary School, we look back on what has been 
happening in Term 4 and what is still to come: 
 
After reading the book ‘Runt’, the Year 3-6 students attended a 
screening of the movie at the Blyth Cinema, a good experience to see 
if the book matched the movie.  
 
All students enjoyed the First Aid in Schools 
sessions learning some lifesaving skills.  Culture 
Day, interacting with other schools in our district, 
was also a highlight, along with the ‘After School 
Disco’.   
 
An absolute highlight this term was our 
Remembrance Day service combined with Special 
Persons’ Day.  While our Principal and School 
Representatives laid a wreath on the school’s 
behalf at the local RSL Service, some of our 
School Leaders, with the help of teacher, Shannon Fuss, conducted a whole school 
Remembrance Service on site.  We were fortunate to have our guests of Special Persons’ Day 
join in with us.  It made for a very memorable morning.  At the conclusion of the service our 
‘Special People’ enjoyed the lunch break with students. We thank our Pastoral Care Worker, 
Annie, for organising the day and catering.  After lunch students took their Special Person to their 
classroom where they all worked together on a Remembrance Day Activity.  

 

To finish off the term our Year Rec – Year 5 students will participate in 
Water Safety lessons, our Riverton Kindy friends have been joining us for 
their transition to primary school, Year 6 students will attend the Port 
Vincent Camp – a big highlight of their year – as well as doing their two 
days of transition to Secondary School and the Year 6 Graduation.  All 

students will also 
be participating in 
the Swimming /
Splash Day in the 
last week of 
term.   
 
From all staff and students at Riverton 
Primary, we wish the community a safe 
and happy holiday break and look 
forward to 2025. 





Walara continues to redevelop local 

facilities 

Greetings all. 

 

The $5.9M Walara Gilbert Valley 

redevelopment funded by the Australian 

Government Department of Health and Aged 

Care, continues to progress well.  

 

Once completed in the early new year, Walara 

Gilbert Valley will offer 32 residential aged 

care beds, of which 4 new premium beds 

become available early in December 2024. 

 

Whilst Walara is 

pleased to have 

secured this 

significant level 

of funding from the 

Australian 

Government, 

community support 

continues to be sought 

to fund the required landscaping and 

surrounds. 

 

Walara thanks the contribution and support of 

the Friends of Gilbert Valley Senior Citizens 

Homes.  Walara also acknowledges the recent 

kind donation of $2,000 from Annette and Bill 

Cinnamond whose parents, Shirley and Colin 

Broad, previously long term and well-known 

residents of Burra, are now living in residential 

care at Walara Gilbert Valley.   

 

The daughter, Annette, and son in law, Bill, 

recently opened their garden at Belair in the 

Adelaide Hills as part of Open Gardens 

SA.  The proceeds raised by Annette and Bill 

from their open garden have been donated to 

Walara Gilbert Valley and will go towards the 

redevelopment of the garden area for 

residents at the nursing home to enjoy. 

 

These and other donations from the 

community are sincerely appreciated as it will 

enable completion of the redevelopment of the 

site. 

 

Any members of the community seeking to 

make a donation can contact ceo@walara.au. 

At the Walara Balaklava Mill Court site, 

tenders have recently closed for the $2M 

Australian Government funded construction of 

4 additional units to accommodate staff 

relocating to the region, including international 

nurses who continue to arrive and make up an 

important part of our nursing team. 

 

The community is commended for the manner 

of which they have embraced and supported 

our international nurses. 

 

Enquiries about donations, access to the 4 

premium beds or other high quality bed 

placement should be directed to the CEO; 

ceo@walara.au. 

 

In closing, I would like to thank the community 

for your support of Walara over this last year 

and wish you all a happy and safe festive 

season. 

 

Nino de Sisto CEO Walara.   

 

GILBERT VALLEY SOCIAL GROUP  

Another very successful year was enjoyed by 

the Gilbert Valley Social Group.  The group 

meets at the Riverton Community Hall Supper 

Rooms on the first Tuesday each month, and 

anyone is welcome to join us.  Numbers are 

growing constantly, and it is great to have so 

much support for the group.  

mailto:ceo@walara.au
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This year we have had Ian Bailey talk to us 

about the History of the Riverton Railway 

Station and Giles Corner, Roz Rowett has 

taken us through Gentle Exercises, Elaine 

Rosenzweig has taught us to paint, we have 

played Board Games, Bugs and a Quiz, we 

have had Mike Johnson and Darryl Mullen 

conduct Bingo for us, and we have had many 

enjoyable trips. 

Blyth Cinema had a special movie “One Life” 

for us to enjoy, we had a lovely day at Burra 

where we enjoyed lunch in the restored 

railway carriage.  We had a Mystery Tour 

which took us to Mannum where we were 

taken on a paddleboat for a cruise on the 

Murray River, followed by lunch in the 

Mannum Community Club.  Our main trip for 

the year was to Monarto Zoo for a Safari Tour, 

which has been reported in The Local Rag 

previously. 

We have shared ourselves around for lunch, 

visiting the Emporium Café, Riverton; Clare 

Nursery; Riverton Hotel; Burra Railway 

Carriage and Gilbert Valley Hotel in 

Saddleworth.  We also had a pooled lunch in 

the middle of the year, and next month we 

wind up the year with a Christmas Luncheon. 

I would like to thank the members who have 

volunteered to drive to our various 

destinations for trips.  It has been very much 

appreciated. 

If anyone would like further details about this 

group, you can phone Glenys on 8847 2666 

or Carolyn on 0418 833 976. 

Carolyn Evans 

 
 THE LIONS DEN 

 
 

The Lions Club of Gilbert Valley, well known 
for their ‘famous’ hot cinnamon donuts, 
wanted to add another layer to their catering 
equipment in the form of a BBQ trailer that 
could be used, not only on market days and 
the like, but also an important catering asset 
for emergencies such as the Pinery Fire, by 
supporting emergency responders and the 
general public. 

A business plan was prepared for the 
purchase of a slightly used double plate BBQ 
unit and submitted to the Waterloo Wind Farm 
community grants which was successful. 
 
The next step was to have T & R Engineering 
of Tarlee convert the trailer to a box trailer with 
the four sides opening out to provide shelter 
from the elements to the cooking crew. 
 
The trailer has been fully sign written and 
shows that it has been dedicated to deceased 
Lions Member, Frank Gorey, whose estate 
donated a large quantity of tools, which were 
sold in support of this project, at a recent two 
day ‘garage‘ sale. 
 
The trailer had its first run recently at the 
Saddleworth Trash & Treasure and proved to 
be a welcome addition on the day. 
 
For further information on the Lions Club of 
Gilbert Valley please email 
info.gilbertvalleylions@gmail.com or leave a 
message on 0419672073 
 
On behalf of all Lions Members in the Gilbert 
Valley, we would like to offer you all a 
wonderful Christmas and a happy and healthy 
2024. 
 
 

JUNIOR TENNIS 

The 24/25 Junior tennis season has started 
strongly, with over 20 children coming out to 
learn the skills of tennis. We have had 12 
return from last season and 11 ‘newbies’ 
come out, with our youngest superstars being 
only 3 years of age. 

We have been lucky enough to secure a 
coach fortnightly for term 4 and the kids are 
eagerly picking up the skills quickly. We have 
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an amazing group of parent helpers who all 
actively get involved to make our trainings fun 
and engaging. 

We play competitive tennis each Friday night 
during term 4 and term 1. Our team is led by 
Henrietta and supported by Amelia, Elise, 
Stella, Ivy, Braxton, Avie and Harvey. We are 
interchanging our number 6 player to try and 
give our other younger members a taste of 
tennis.  

The favourite part of tennis each week is the 
zooper dooper at the end - and is very well 
deserved. It is a pleasure watching these kids 
improve each week. 

 

Gayle McInerney 

Junior Coordinator 

 

Cuzz’s Corner 
 

Prayer for 2025 

Dear God, All I ask for in 2025 is a big fat 

bank account and a slim body. Please don't 

mix these up like you did last year. 

Amen. 

 

A woman told her husband of a dream she 

had in which he gave her a pearl necklace 

for Christmas.  

"What do you think it means?"  she asked. 

"You'll know tonight," he assured her. That 

evening he came home with a package 

which he gave her. Delighted she opened it 

to find a book entitled, 'The Meaning of 

Dreams’. 

 

I went to the doctor and said, "Have you got 

anything for wind?" So, he gave me a kite. 

 

What do hospital gowns 

and insurance have in 

common? 

You think you're covered, 

but you're not. 

 

 

KITTY'S  CHRISTMAS  HIDEAWAY 

 

Kitty said she'd be out for Christmas, 

Even though she'd be staying at 
home. 

She's purchased a pre-loved caravan 

And would be staying in it alone. 

 

It was parked underneath her carport, 

Well out of the heat and the sun. 

She told her friends and neighbours, 

She was planning to have lots of fun. 

 

The air conditioner worked very well, 

The fridge was to be stocked with 
drinks, 

And with enough food to last the 
duration, 

She didn't care what anyone may 
think. 

 

An ancient set of Christmas lights 

Would add to the atmosphere. 

That was something she knew for sure 

As she'd been using them for years. 

 

A tinsel framed "DO NOT DISTURB" 
sign, 

Was a hint for visitors not to come. 

Kitty knew she was ready for ... 

A Christmas that would be fun! 

 

Neale 

Copyright 2024 

 

SEASONS GREETINGS TO ALL 





 

 

 

The Local Rag is produced 

every other month.  
 

Any articles or information from 

Community Groups, Local 

Schools, Sporting Clubs or other 

points of interest are welcomed. 
 

All articles & information is 

required by the last Friday of 

January, March, May, July, 

September & November. 
 

If you have something you would 

like to be included contact details 

are below. 
 

Cassy Griffiths, 0429472534   

griffithsag@bigpond.com 
 

Kaye McInerney, 0437990704  

jvmkmcinerney@outlook.com 
 

On behalf of Riverton Community 

Management Committee. 

 

Riverton Community 

Management Committee 
 

Chairperson - John Glistak 

Vice Chairperson - Gary Davis 

Secretary - Cassy Griffiths 

Treasurer - Ruth Stevens 

Public Officer - Jackie Bruce 
 

Committee Members -  

Gaynor Bottcher & Di Schwarz  
 
 

Monthly meetings are held on the 

first Tuesday of every month 

currently in the supper room of 

the town hall on Torrens Road.  
 

All community members are 

welcome to attend these 

meetings as an observer.  For 

more information please contact 

a committee member. 

RCMC would like to acknowledge and 

thank ValleyTech for ongoing help and 

support with the publication of  

The Local Rag. 

DISCLAIMER 
The material contained in “The Local Rag” is by nature, articles 
submitted by individuals on behalf of themselves, or groups to 

which they belong.   

Due to space restrictions, articles may be edited 
without consultation.  

The views, thoughts and opinions included in this Newsletter 
belong solely to their author, and do not necessarily mirror the 

views and opinions of either the Editors, or the  
Riverton Community Management Committee.   


